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Hello,

My name is Ana Ramírez Chang. I am a PhD student in the Computer Science Division at UC Berkeley. My research advisor, Professor John Canny, and I are conducting a research study titled: Designing a speech interface for the lights in the BiD lab. We invite you to participate in this study. This letter explains our research and allows you to demonstrate your informed consent to participate.
Our ultimate goal is the design of more usable conversational speech user interfaces. As a test application we are designing a speech interface for the individual overhead lights in the large room in the Berkeley Institute of Design Lab. Toward this end, you will be asked to talk in the public space as if you are asking someone to turn on or off the lights, and I will react to your requests and change the state of the lights. 

If you choose to participate, we will place a microphone at your desk (if you have a desk in the BiD lab) that you are free to turn on and off. Your location and utterances in the public space will be tracked by the array of microphones mounted over the public space (not while you are in the cubicle area). Any motion in the public space will also be recorded with motion detectors. You should talk into the microphone at your desk and “into” the public space as if you are talking to another person, and you are asking them to turn the lights on/off, or to dim/brighten the lights. For each week of audio and location data we collect, you will receive a $10 Amazon.com gift certificate. 
In addition to controlling the lights in the lab by voice, we might ask you to take part in an informal interview about your experience with controlling the lights with speech. These interviews will be conducted by me and should last between 15 minutes and 45 minutes. For each interview you will receive a $10 Amazon.com gift certificate. 

We will ask you to control the lights by voice for two weeks. 
The audio and location data and the interview notes and transcripts might contain personal and identifying information. Consequently, we will take appropriate precautions to store this data in a secure fashion. Specifically, the audio and location data will be stored in an encrypted format. The decoding keys for the encrypted logs will be stored in a separate location from the logs. Both the logs and the keys will be stored on writable CD-ROMs inside of locked filing cabinets. The filing cabinet storing the decoding keys will be in a different building from the filing cabinet for storing the encrypted logs. The only people with access to both of these filing cabinets will be the researchers conducting this study (Ana Ramírez Chang and Prof. John Canny). The interview notes and transcripts will be stored in one of these locked cabinets.
The data will be decoded only while we are analyzing them. The computer performing this analysis will be password protected and will not be connected to the internet. Your data will not be shared with any other participants in this research study. Upon completion of the study, we will properly destroy all the data collected from you (unless you have given us permission to use it in presentations or publications) – hard drives of computer that analyzed the data will be erased and reformatted and CD-ROMs will be shredded unless you have given written consent allowing us to keep the audio data to use in presentations (you will be asked to complete an audio release form at the end of the two weeks detailing how we may use the audio data recorded). Although your data will not be voluntarily publicized, it could be subpoenaed under US federal law or California state law. 
During the study we will retain a copy of this signed consent form as a record of your involvement. During the study, your signed consent form will be stored in the locked filing cabinet containing your encrypted log data.
It is important for you to be aware of the risks involved in participating in this study. Your audio data and transcripts from interviews could become public in some form. Although we are taking every step to protect against this possibility, we cannot provide absolute guarantees. In the event that your data is publicly revealed, we will file a report with the Committee for Protection of Human Subjects at UC Berkeley and seek their assistance in gaining the appropriate professional aid to deal with your situation.

There are no direct benefits for participating in this study. Indirectly, you will contribute to the development of new speech user interfaces that could benefit society. 
Your participation in this research study is voluntary. You are free to refuse to take part. You may stop taking part in the study at any time. Whether or not you participate in the project will have no bearing on your standing with the investigators, your grades, or your access to the BiD lab.
Again, you will be compensated for participating in this research study. For each week that we collect audio and location data in the lab, you will receive a $10 Amazon.com gift certificate. And, for each interview you will receive a $10 Amazon.com gift certificate. If you choose to stop participating after the study has started, you will not be required to return or refund any compensation you have already received.
There are no foreseeable costs to yourself or any of your insurers that would result from participating in this research study.

If you are injured as a result of taking part in this study, medical care and treatment will be available.  The costs of this care may or may not be covered by the University of California, depending on a number of factors.  If you have any questions regarding this assurance, you may consult or call the Committee for Protection of Human Subjects, 2150 Shattuck Ave., Suite 313, Berkeley, CA, (510) 642-7461.
If you have any questions about the study, you may telephone Ana Ramírez Chang at (510) 642-1268 or contact her by e-mail: anar@cs.berkeley.edu. Additionally, if you have any question regarding your treatment or rights as a participant in this research study, please contact the University of California at Berkeley's Committee for Protection of Human Subjects at (510) 642-7461 or subjects@berkeley.edu.

If you choose to participate, a copy of your signed consent form will be provided for your reference.
Consent Statement: I have read this consent form and agree to take part in this research study.
Signature:__________________________________________________

Date:________________________
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