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Abstract
We describe a full conformal version of the conformal risk control procedure of Angelopoulos et al.

(2024). Like full conformal prediction, full conformal risk control allows the use of all data for both model
training and calibration, and is thus more data-efficient than the original procedure, although it is also
more computationally expensive.

1 Full conformal risk control
Conformal risk control has been previously described in a split conformal setting, wherein the risk of a
pre-trained model is measured on an as-yet-unseen calibration dataset. The fact that the calibration dataset
is unseen means that the loss incurred by the model on each calibration datapoint is exchangeable with the
loss on the test point; this allows us to bound the risk on the new point. However, it requires a separate split
of calibration data, which is not always possible, especially when the number of data points is small.

In this short note, we describe a full conformal version of conformal risk control, which allows the use of
all data for both model training and calibration, just like the full conformal prediction procedure of Vovk
et al. (2005). For a cross-conformal version of conformal risk control, the reader may also wish to reference
the simultaneously developed approach of Cohen et al. (2024), which builds on the resampling procedures
of Barber et al. (2021) and Vovk (2015). In some sense, these methods together complete the ‘mosaic’ of risk
control procedures:

1. Data-splitting. The conformal risk control family of methods is introduced using data-splitting
in Angelopoulos et al. (2024). This is analogous to the split-conformal procedure of Papadopoulos et al.
(2002).

2. Resampling. Resampling-based procedures for conformal risk control are described in Cohen et al.
(2024). This is analogous to the cross-conformal procedure of Vovk (2015).

3. Full-conformal. We describe the full-conformal risk control procedure in this note. This is analogous
to the full-conformal prediction procedure of Vovk et al. (2005).

1.1 Setup and notation
Consider the following:

1. a feature space X and a label space Y with Z = X × Y;

2. an exchangeable set of feature-label pairs, (X1, Y1), . . . , (Xn+1, Yn+1), where the final label Yn+1 is
unknown;

3. a sequence of functions Cλ : X ×Z∗ → H for λ ∈ [0, 1], and some third space H, commonly taken to be
Y or 2Y ;

4. a right-continuous loss function ℓ : Y ×H → [0, B] satisfying, for all (x, y) ∈ Z and all D ∈ Z∗,

λ1 < λ2 =⇒ ℓ(y, Cλ1
(x;D)) ≥ ℓ(y, Cλ2

(x;D))

and
ℓ(y, C0(x;D)) = B, ℓ(y, C1(x;D)) = 0.
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We furthermore assume that C is symmetric in its second argument, i.e., that for all σ ∈ Σ, where Σ is
the set of all permutations of [n+ 1], and all x ∈ X , we have C(x;D)

a.s.
= C(x;Dσ). The goal is to control the

risk at some level α ∈ [0, B], i.e., to form a set satisfying

E[ℓ(Yn+1, C(Xn+1))] ≤ α.

As in full conformal prediction, we will construct an augmented dataset based on a guess of Yn+1. Define
the augmented dataset as the ordered vector

Dy = ((X1, Y1), . . . , (Xn+1, y)).

When we guess the correct label, DYn+1 is an exchangeable vector (i.e., one satisfying DYn+1
d
= D

Yn+1
σ for all

σ ∈ Σ).
Finally, we will use the shorthand Li(λ;D) := ℓ(Yi, Cλ(Xi;D)) for i ∈ [n] and Ly

n+1(λ;D) := ℓ(y, Cλ(Xn+1;D))
and

R̂n(λ;D) :=
1

n

n∑
i=1

Li(λ;D) R̂y
n+1(λ;D) :=

1

n+ 1

n∑
i=1

Li(λ;D) +
1

n+ 1
Ly
n+1(λ;D).

We also consider the vector of losses Ly(λ) = (L1(λ;D
y), . . . , Ly

n+1(λ;D
y). It is not hard to see that LYn+1(λ)

is exchangeable for all λ.

1.2 The full conformal risk control procedure
Define

λ̂y = λ̂(Dy) = inf
{
λ : R̂y

n+1(λ;D
y) ≤ α

}
and the intermediate sets

Cy

λ̂y
(x) = Cλ̂y (x;D

y).

Then we combine to get the final prediction set as

C(x) =
⋃
y∈Y

Cy

λ̂y
(x) = Csupy∈Y λ̂y (x).

This prediction set has the desired guarantee:

Theorem 1 (Validity of full conformal risk control for monotone losses). In the above setting, we have

E[ℓ(Yn+1, C(Xn+1))] ≤ α.

Proof. We have that DYn+1 is exchangeable by definition. The first step is to prove that LYn+1 is exchangeable.
Beginning with the definition of LYn+1 , we have that for any σ ∈ Σ,

LYn+1(λ) = (L1(λ;D
Yn+1), . . . , L

Yn+1

n+1 (λ;DYn+1))

= (ℓ(Y1, Cλ(X1;D
Yn+1)), . . . , ℓ(Yn+1, Cλ(Xn+1;D

Yn+1)))

d
= (ℓ(Yσ(1), Cλ(Xσ(1);D

Yn+1
σ )), . . . , ℓ(Yσ(n+1), Cλ(Xσ(n+1);D

Yn+1
σ )))

= (ℓ(Yσ(1), Cλ(Xσ(1);D
Yn+1)), . . . , ℓ(Yσ(n+1), Cλ(Xσ(n+1);D

Yn+1)))

= (Lσ(1)(λ;D
Yn+1), . . . , Lσ(n+1)(λ;D

Yn+1)).

Thus, LYn+1(λ) is a vector of exchangeable random functions.
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Now we proceed to the main result.

E [ℓ(Yn+1, C(Xn+1))] ≤ E
[
ℓ(Yn+1, Cλ̂(DYn+1 )(Xn+1))

]
= E


∑
σ∈Σ

ℓ(Yσ(n+1), Cλ̂(DYn+1
σ )

(Xσ(n+1)))

|Σ|


= E


∑
σ∈Σ

ℓ(Yσ(n+1), Cλ̂(DYn+1 )(Xσ(n+1)))

|Σ|


= E

[
1

n+ 1

n+1∑
i=1

ℓ(Yi, Cλ̂(DYn+1 )(Xi)

]
= E

[
R̂

Yn+1

n+1 (λ̂Yn+1 ;DYn+1)
]
≤ α
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